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Harvesting the 
Fruits 

 of Literacy 

Early Literacy 
How Sweet It Is! 

Julie Bianchin and Beth Hatlen 
Downers Grove District 58 

What do you know about beekeeping? 
A lot, some, nothing? 
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Our journey has become 
sweeter each year….. 
 

Previous Years…   
-Needs-based model 
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Do you remember this? 

District Literacy Expectations: 
-Scott Foresman 
-Jolly Phonics 
-Michael Heggerty 
-95% Group 
-6 Traits 
-Write Source 
-6 Minute Solution 
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Interventions to Support Core 
Curriculum: 

-Read Naturally 
-Reading Recovery Model 
-Small Group Reading Clubs 
-Wilson Reading 
-Rapid Fire 
-Earobics 
-Reading Reflex 
-Explode the Code 
-CRISS Strategies 

NOW: 
-Growth-Based Model 
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Let’s Think about the  
5 Big Areas of READING: 

●  Phonemic Awareness 
●  Phonics 
●  Writing 
●  Fluency 
●  Comprehension 

How do we find out where they are?  What are they coming to school with? 

Assessments 

Formative - To inform instruction   
(Assessment FOR learning) 
 

Summative - Summary of learning 
(Assessment OF learning) 



9/30/14 

6 

Assessments 
Formative: 
-observation 
-parental input 
-conversation 
-fluency snapshots 
-ABC recognition 
-writing samples 
-running records 
-book handling 
 
 

Summative: 
-AIMSweb 
-MAP 
-district assessments 
-end of unit tests 
-KIDS Kindergarten 
Assessment 
-ISEL 
 
 

Think-Pair-Share 
Could some assessments be 
both formative and summative?  
When?  How? 
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Formative Assessment Video 

Use your data 
to inform your 
instruction!!! 



9/30/14 

8 

-whole class needs 
-individual needs 
-grouping practices 
 
 
 

   ….zzzzz  Analyze our bee 
data! 
 

How do we use data? 

Whole Class Needs: 

-Looking at entry level skills in a specific 
literacy area. 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual Needs: 

-What specific phonemic awareness skills 
are still needed? 
-What level of phonics is a student at? 
-What comprehension skills are missing? 
-Are students reading fluently? 
-What level of developmental writing is a 
student at? 
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Grouping Practices: 

-comprehension skill-based groups 
-interest-based groups 
-guided reading level groups 
-phonics levels 
-phonemic awareness needs 
-writing levels 
-fluency level 
 

Primary Sample  K-1 Grouping 
  
Reading Groups 9/18/14 
 
  
Mrs. Hatlen - Tigers  AA  111-130   Hailey E., Muhammad, Angelina, PJ 
  
Mrs. Bianchin - Lions  AA  121-130  McKayla, Juliet, Ceasar, Madison M. 
  
Mrs. Landry - Elephants A 131-140   Evan, Alyssa, Madison S., Noel 
  
Mrs. Paynic - Zebras  B 141-150  Collin, Emily, Taylor, Mia 
  
Mrs. Johnson - Giraffes  C 151-160 (CVC) Brennan, Jaethan, Isaiah, Ben, Eli 

 

Kindergarten Guided 
Reading Planning  
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Writing  
Process  
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Reading 
and  
Phonics 
Overview 

Phonics  
Skill 
Grouping 
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Using Technology  
to make it “STICK”  

Leveled Literacy Ideas 

APPS for Building Phonics Skills  
●  Level according to skill set 
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RAZ-kids and Reading A to Z 
 

What is one idea we talked about today you 
may like to try in your classroom? 
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All the kids are growing at their own rate in literacy skills! 

The journey has gotten sweeter for everyone! 
Teachers and Students! 

 

Questions?  
Experiences? 

What does it look like in your 
classroom?  What can it look 
like?  
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What assessments does your district 
use?  Whole or Small group break-out 

●  Whole group discussion on how we can use these for 
grouping 

●  Small group discussion with those who use similar 
assessment 

 
(Extra Activity) 

Early Literacy….How Sweet it is! 
 

Bit o’ Honey for ALL! 

Contact Info 
Julie Bianchin – jbianchin@dg58.org 
Beth Hatlen – ehatlen@dg58.org 
 


